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Accelerator additive for unsaturated polyesters   
and pot life stabilizer for 2 components PUR systems 
 
 
Description 
 
15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM is a potassium 2-ethylhexanoate dissolved in diethylen diglycol which combined 
with cobalt support the accelerating effect in unsaturated polyesters. This results in a decrease of discoloration 
of UPS-Systems caused by Cobalt. 
 
Further it is also capable of stabilizing the rheological and the pot life behaviour of water-borne 2-components 
PUR systems and additionally it can positively affect the haze-values of these paint systems 
 

 
Characteristic data 
 
Metal content K, % 14.9 – 15.2 Borchers 08-K-03 (Acidimetry) 

Density (20 °C), g/cm³ 1.09 – 1.13 DIN 53217(A) - 1991 

Viscosity (20 °C), mPa·s: 3;000 – 6;000 ISO 3219 (A) - 1994 

Water content, %: 3.0 – 4.5 DIN 51777 - 1974 

Flash point, °C: > 100 (typical) ISO 3679 - 1991 

Solvent: diethylen diglycol  

 
Properties 
 
15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM is completely miscible with water, alcohols and other polar solvents. 
15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM is hygroscopic and may therefore absorb moisture from the air. In the event of 
prolonged exposure to air, 15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM may react with carbon dioxide in the air (formation of 
carbonate). This is irrelevant if the product is handled correctly.  
 
15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM can be used as an accelerator in unsaturated polyester resins dissolved in 
styrene. Some cobalt carboxylate, for example, is still necessary although the required amount of cobalt can 
be reduced by using 15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM, permitting films or castings of a lighter colour. 
 
15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM is known to stabilize the pot life behaviour of water-borne 2-component PUR 
paints based on polyester resins. After addition of the catalyst, a uniform viscosity is obtained within the mixing 
time. This is an important criterion with spray application. Gloss and the surface properties of the paint film are 
also improved.  
At the appropriate addition rate, a decrease in film hardness is unlikely to occur.  
 

 
Applications 
 
15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM can be used in unsaturated polyesters such as in solvent-containing and water-
borne systems. 
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Our product information is given in good faith but without warranty. This also 
applies where proprietary rights of third parties are involved. This information 
does not release the customer from the obligation to test our products as to 
their suitability for the intended processes and uses. The application, use and  

processing of our products and the products manufactured by the customer on 
the basis of our technical advice are beyond our control and, therefore, entirely 
the customer's own responsibility. Our products are sold in accordance with the 
current version of our General Conditions of Sale and Delivery. 
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Dosage 
 
The approximate dosage is 0.2 - 1.0 %, relative to total formulation.  
 
The ideal dosage of 15% POTASSIUM HEX-CEM could be considerably different for different field of 
application and has to be determined in trials for each system. 
 

 
Storage 
 
Protect from the effects of weathering and store at temperatures between 5 and 30 °C.  
Once opened, containers should be resealed immediately after each removal of the product.  
 
With prolonged storage of opened containers it is advisable to scavenge the vapour space above the product 
with nitrogen before resealing the containers. 
 

 
Safety 
 
Please refer to our safety data sheet for information relating to product safety. 


